Approved For Release 2001/09/11 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500490223-8

’ -
' U.S. 0fficials Only
CONF TOENT JAL
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 25X1A
| INFORMATION REPORT
COUNTRY " Bulgaria
SuBJECT - First Frontier Troop Detachment in
- Belogradchik
PLACE ACQUIRED
(BY SOURCE) - -—-
- 25X1A
DATE ACQUIRED
. (8Y souRrce)
DATE for inro. ) DATE DISTR. & May 195
Nll Dn!ullll DAII INOOA'ICN A";cm'nl 'IATlHAL B("Nll No. OF PAGES 3
\" OF THC UNITED 3TATKS, ®ITHINTHE MEANING OF TiTLE 18, sccrions 7033
“ WAND 784, OF TML L.3. coDE. A5 amEnDIED. PTS TRANIMISSION OR RCVE. ) NO. OF ENCLS,
" LATION OF 178 CONTENTY TO ON RICEIPT 8y an UNAUTHOR } ZLD PIASCH 159 .
v o R AN LT T IR SUPP. TO
25X1X THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION RE

25X1A 25X1A

1. Up to_ the frontier trocps stationed in Belogradchik were attached

’ to the First Frantier Troop Detezhment. In however, it became the
25X1A First Frontler Troop Regiment with headquarters in Belogradchilk, In theo
fall of-the entire detachment with weapons was transferred to Kula.

2. Personnel .of the Detachment:

a) Major Kipigtovy (fnu), commanding officer, 45 years old, was an
officer prior to 9 Sep 44, discharged in 1952.

b) Soniar Lieutenant Yplumoy (fnu), political commander, 25 years
old, member of the Party, completed special school for political
coumissars; now in rirst Frantier Troop Regiment in Kula,

¢) Senior Lieutcnant Gyulev (fnu), chief of staff, 35 yoars old,
former pertisan, born in Asenovgrad.

d) Scniar Iieutenant Shterey (fnu), comanding officer of the First
Company, bearn in Pleven Okoliya, 30 years old, treats the troops

well,
¢) Senior Liecutenant inrelov (fnu), 28 years -old, born in Kolarovgrad, o

f) Scaiar Lieutenant Gospodarslci (tnu), 28 years old, a good officer
and a good man, but has a weakness for women, from Tlovdlv Okoliya,

g) ILicutenant Buroy (fnu), 26 years old,from Purvomay Okoliyn.

h) Senlor Licutenant Todorov (fnu), 26 years old, born in Kolarovgrad,
political commender of the 2nd Campany, a Communist,

1) Lioutenant Kalandzhiey (fnu), 45 years old, platoon leadera’ the 2nd
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platoon, of the 2nd company.

~i, from Dobrudzhz,
< Gompany.

J) Juniar Lieutenant Zlatanov (fnu), 23 yee.-
platoaon leader of the 3rd Platoon of bLhe

nr

k) - Ileutenant Mopey (fnuj, 25 years old, borr ir Tolbukiiin, platoon
leader of the 4th Platoon of the 2nd Coupany. :

1) Senior Sergennt Govenov (fnu), / 2nd %/ Company, 35 years old,
from Mikhaylovgrad Ckoliya.

3. There are about "J0 troops in the dgtacinenty; 40 officers, five senior
sergeants, and 2u sergeants. The / 2nd %7_/ company has about 140 troops.
Each platoon has 25-32 troops and there are four vlatoons in the company.
Each platoaon has four squads (otdelenic) of &-10 soldiers,

4. Bach squad has ocne G 34 or Degtyarov lighi machine gun, three 7.62 ma
Shpagin machine pistels with 72-round drums ¢nd five Vintovka rifles.
Lach platoon has onc Mzksim Sokolov heavy machine gun, four light machine
guns, 12 machine: pistols, and 20 Vintovka rii'les. The company has four
heavy machine guns, 14 light machine guns, 34 machine pistols, and 80
Vintovka rifles. The company alsc has offencive/defensive grenades and
signdal rockets. The officers and noncomissioned officers are armed with
pistols, the latter with Schmeissers. The Vintovka rifles are 1.66 m
long, the magazine holds five 7,62 mn rounds, and the bayonet (shtik)

15 0.43 cn long.. The rifle has a maximun range of three thousand m, an
effective range of 800-cne thousand m, and an accurate range of 400-600 m.
The Mnksin Sokolov heavy machine zgun is alwnvs supplied with six .thousand
rounds ready for use. The light machine gun 1is supplied with at least
four thousand rounds. The Degtyarov gune are ziven to zastavas and
komandaturas. .

5. Lach frontier-troor “aetachment has four lomsndaturas and cach komandatura
has six zastavas, Each zastava has 50-£0 men, excluding officers. The
mimber of personnel may vory according Lo tie place to be defended, observed,
or controlled. In especinlly dangerous rloces, the number of troops may
be Inaeased.

6. The weapons of the zaslava consdsts of: one ldeksim Sokolov heavy machine
gun with six tliousand rounds, four Degtyarov-lignt machine guns wvith at
least nine thousand rounds, 17 Shpagin macuing pistols, 100 offensive,
defenasive nand grenades, w.ui 110 mines or sining szensitive areas. The
rastave is almost ogqual to a platoon. It controls a barder arca of
seven=-nine km, depending on tne location wud the importancs of the area.

Te in officer camaands the zastnve, There is an assistant comnanding officer
(politic:l), a deputy coxnanding ofricer for ecuipment (stroeva sluzhbe)
and noncoissioned officcrs. o

2. Border patiols (chasovi na granitsata) consisting of two or mere men,

arumed 30 p recont with autonatic weapons, pewrcel 500 @ from the border.
illdden sentoy duty (secret) is perfaraed by taree or more men, with 30
percent automatlc weapons, who arc stationed at passable ar barely passable
places, sucii a5 {alls and croszroads, viere suspicious persons might pass
illegally. '

10. Wbservatian posts (Nablyudatel) consist of ot least three men who are sent
out early in tne mornin; Lo a camouflaced spot. They are armed 30 percent
wvith automatic ~apons eznd usunlly have a light machine gun, They also havae
bhiuoeulars or & telescope, arc rupplied witn dry bread, and are-on duty {rom
siorning until lnte evening. Local obsorver (ogledvach na mestnostta) duty is
performed Ly two nen araed with Vinlolin rillec an® grenades. They are sent
into the interilor to see whether anyome is puscing through or whether
propaganda naterial is belng distributed,

11, Search partics (Protrusvaciii ns mesiuostia) cansist of at least two men,
usually in pairs, ~ seorcu tae aren il they are infarmed that persons have
pazsed througir th riet.
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12, Ambush detall (zasada) 's an armed detzil of sevon or mare men, always

camextsd by an officer. It is stationed at strictly defined places
to walt for persons who have been reported as planning to pass by there,

@ 13. Escort “suail (cmvoy) is a duty performed by two o. more men who escort
any captured persons to the place where they are handed over to the
proper military authorities.

1. Communications detall (poshta) connects the zastavas with ocne another,
i delivers secret arders, letters; ur commands, which cannot be delivered
by telephane or telegraph. '

15. The detail is announced each night at 2000 hours, bul the men who will be
I : . in it, where it will be, or what time they will leave, is not revealed.

: They are told only that they will leave by midnight of the same day. The
men are told half an hour before leaving about their assigned posts.

. Under ordinary circumstances, each scldier is on duty five hours at night-
i and four hours during the day. If necessary, he may be on duty six hours.
i at night and five-six during the day. In cases of evtreme necessitv, he

5 may be on duty longer. Only the commanding officer of the zastava. assigns
! . personnel io details, There is aiways one old and one new soldier in a
detall since the older soldier knows the land and the duties much better.
Reliablc Communist - are in details with suspicious soldiers. Oy
reliabl " Commnists ure sent to the more importent and responsible posts.

16, The security precautions are increased in the evening befare any holidays
when 1t 1s suspected that persons could eross the border., Especially
beflare the 1 May and 9 Sep holidays details are sirengthened and
especlally heavily armed with machine guns, In this case, the details -
~are not designated as each must stay on duty. The soldier is allowed
to: shoot withou*, warning (usually a warning must be given before firing).
at this time the commanding officer of the zascuvava must make the rounds
of the posts day and night. Each soldier is responsible far anyone who

: passed, even 1f it is not proved until later thot someone did. pass while

| the detail was on duty. If a soldier discovers somecne escaping and

1 ‘shoots at him, but does not captwe or kill him, he is sentenced to

three - five years in prison (according to military statute) .

17. Each manth each zastava is visited by the commanding officer of the
detachment (otryad). He inspects training. ond preparation procedures
of the frontier troops as well as their mcrale, talking with some of
the soldders individually. He -and the camnanding officer of the zastava -
~visit some of the mare "important places in the distriet of the zastava,
Including detail posts (especially the hidden sentry duty, the observation
‘post, and the ambush detail)., In Jan 53, the entire frontier area of
northwest Bulgaria was controlled by Colonel Dimitroy {(fnu), Chief of
Staff of the Frontier Troops, and by a Soviet Colonel.

! 18. - In each frontier-troop point (village), where there is a frantiler~troop
| ' zastava, there is formed a Group for Cooperation (GS, Grupa za sudeystvie).
! Some villages liave two such groups. They are comprised of persons from
the DOSO (Dobrovolna organizatsiya za sudeystvie na otbrana,  Voluntary
Qrganization for Defense Cooperation). Party members, and approved member
of DSHM (Dimitrovskl suyuz na narodnata miadezh, Dimitrov's Union of
Peoplefs Youth)., They must be ready in case of need Lo be at' their assigned
posts ar ambushes, --Each member of the group has a carbine with 60 rounds
of ammunition at his house, Their signal is the firing of ‘a shot by the
i commanding officer [ of the zastava_/. When they are called, one soldier
and two civilians go on duty unless the civilisns are not trustworthy. This
is never the case, since they arc Party nembers. However in the event that
they are not trustworthy, two soldiers and one civilian go on duty.

k -end -
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